Polishing Your Prose

Using Social Media for Promoting Your Book
The Why, Where, When and How

Larry Edwards
Author, Editor, Publisher

Polishing Your Prose

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www.larryedwards.com



mailto:larry@larryedwards.com
mailto:larry@larryedwards.com

Polishing Your Prose

No One Is Buying My Book!

What's Wrong?

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE / by Stephan Pastis

THIS 16 STUPID. I NEED TO
DO SOMETHING WITH MY LIFE.
I NEED TO NRITE THAT NOVEL

I'VE ALWAYS TALKED ABOUT.

WRITE WRITE

Mleé%? T%ql‘fl‘ég j ARRgGGHHHHHH
D NORLD”

E
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“Discoverability”

Books do not sell themselves,
especially self-/indie-published books.

More than 1,000,000 new titles enter the
marketplace each year, a significant % of
them self-/indie-published.*

* Bowker
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Benetits: Social Media Marketing

* Increase exposure/awareness
* Improve search rankings

* Development of loyal fans

* Improve sales

* Reduce marketing expenses

* Unanticipated opportunity
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Social Media Marketing

Social Media Examiner released a report that explains
which networks marketers should be using:

Social Media Marketing Industry Report 2015
Download the report

http://www.socialmediaexaminer.com/social-media-marketing-industry-report-2015/
(see handout or email Larry)
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Commonly used social media platforms

100%

Social reveew sites (Lo, Yelp)
Social bockmarking (Le.. StumbleUpon, Redde)

Geodoceton (Le. Founguae)
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The most important social platform for
marketers is...

"’C‘ ‘ O’"“lll
B 40, Social rc's' w sites
4 )

Facebook
52%
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The Sun in SM Solar System

IN TOTAL AMERICANS SPEND MORE THAN
100,000 YEARS A MONTH ON FACEBOOK

Lan

Fimte 1}
vabeodls Cengin
& 2 ‘ @
Mydpain
ditiden

THAT'S ALMOST S0Xx THE TIME
THEY SPEND ON TWITTER AND MORE THAN
500X THE TIME THEY SPEND ON GOOGLEs,

’ it B & B S Lo o L]

Statlstag :Q-'.:m Lonrien s laowe Covvgews Dooge Ad Marvw
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Find Your SM Plattorm

This is not to say these platforms will be of the most value to

you in that order.
R?

« Facebook worked best for §
Dare | Call It Murder?

Wha}t the
Private Saw

» Twitter of most value for
What the Private Saw

* Direct email for
Murder Survivor’s Handbook
The Journey Workbook

plden @ fohilrne
Survivor’s Y.
Handbook

Real-Life Stories, Tips & Res

’ I Confiie Saindon

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www.larryedwards.com
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SM Plattorms by Age Group

Boomers & Gen X

Facebook
Pinterest
Twitter
YouTube

25, o' 35
[balanced across platforms]

Facebook (less)
Twitter
Instagram
Tumblr

Millenials (18 -24)

e Instagram
e Snapchat
e Vine

Courtesy of Terry Doherty, marketing consultant
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Facebook: Personal Page

File Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help - olENE
+

Edwards

facebook.com < e =

Larry M Edwards

High Stakes Drama
cox.com

Add 1 premium channel for
$10 more/mo. or 2 for $15
more/mo. for 6 months with
Coxt

Update Info View Activity Log [}

Timeline About Friends Photos More v

- B3 status Photo / Video [ Life Event

our position at Lar

40K Points

americanexpress. com
Get 40,000 Points with the
® intro s Plaium Card®, Tomss and
Conditions Apply.
Author, editor, publishing consultant. Play fiddle;
nact the American fur trade/mountain man
era. Carlos Sanchez » Larry M Edwards
“le
Works at LarryEdwards.com Hi Larry how is the world of writing. Your book is very interesting
Lives in San Diego, California Thanks for your good wishes
From Kirkland, Washingtor Cjsanchezforcongress@gmail.com
Lik mment
& Larry M Edwards World of writing going well. | heard talk on the radio the other
day of your Inca ancestor Tupac Amaru and thought of your and your book
* Carlos Sanchez Thank you
[
| %ﬂ Sue Dickson » Larry M Edwards
Hi Larry, enjoyed seeing some of your photo's. Especially the fireliaht and
music ® Chat (19) v
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€ & faceboskcom i ¢ || Q s T8 O 3 a O =

fle Edt Vew Mgtory Bookmars ool Hep
3 (704) Darw ! Call 1t Murder.. X
y Mo

| £ Dare 1 Cat it Murder? A Memon of Vioient Loss

Settings Help *

Page Massages ) Notdcations [ Insights Publishing Tools

THIS WEEK

208
Post Reach

Darel| Call it % ) - -
MUrder?:'A Memolri i n

of Violent'Loss 0
Qof0
Timeline About Photos Likos Mo « 100nse fate
B3 status 7] Photo 1 Video [5) Oter, Event + A | recem

100% rwaporree ratw, day or moe te reapend ‘
. ‘MICI{HHAIM'A*MO{MLM’

Buidng a ke from the runs of a famdy tragedy

200 por
See Pages Foed @
Irvnte Miands 10 §ke thes Page Daen | Calt 1t Marder™: A Me
: . chiling ... palpuble
. —d b
1 1 ,oo-ﬂouv'mmvru A ® Chat(26) z0 o
>
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Facebook: Book Page

What the Private Saw Q Flamy Home  QI° W &5

Page Messages Notifications €5 Insights Publishing Tools Settings Help v

AWhat the Prlvate Saw.

THIS WEEK

96

Post Reach

10

Post Engagement

'What the

Private Saw | s
— : Shop Now
tb*Saw{.,ca 23 0
Website Clicks

@ Shop Now ~

Timeline About Photos Likes More ~
status [ Photo /Video [ Offer, Event + [
=
=

E 160 likes Eﬂ i

96 post reach this week

-
PEss What the Private Saw shared a link 45, = What the Private Sapd

See Pages Feed Published by History.com 9 at7:453 S T

Posts fi I P Lacd B8

What the Private Saw
Oney Foster Sweet's
previously unpublished letters
and diaries offer a glimpse of

Invite friends to like this Page

1 Boost Your Page for $5

Reach even more people in United the Amer...
_ States ) Like Page - 1
$ g 4 Promote Page
Promote Page
ABOUT >

Oney Foster Sweet's previously unpublished
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Facebook Stats

Active Posts from February 24, 2016

Impressions: Organic / Paid Post Clicks Reactions, Comments & Shares

Published Post Type Targeting Impressions Engagement Promote
02/24/2016 B Busy week, and | had to go see the dr. today, and t = A P 359 _
5:02 w he date, Feb. 24, hadnt registered. Not, thatis, un = €80 95 EOEER
02{03/2016 ﬂ News You Can Use ... Violent Loss Resources @ 13 lL: Boost Post

z | 0

Use stats to determine which posts are most
effective; look at sales data at same period to see
if it may have led to additional sales.
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Virtual Book Launch

* Timing: tie to relevant date or event, if possible;
e.g., 150t anniversary of Robert E. Lee’s surrender
avoid holidays, especially Christmas

* Build prelaunch demand to catapult sales

* Invite FB friends and mailing list to virtual party
online

* Door prizes, giveaways

* Respond to every email, social media post to maintain
momentum

* San Diego writer got 7-figure book deal following
Facebook virtual launch of self-published book

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www.larryedwards.com
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Facebook Forums

Find special-interest forums and participate;
for example:
* We Love Memoir (does not allow self-promo)
* True-crime (allows self-promo)

* Civil War (generally discussion about the war, but
welcome book announcements)

* Indie book publishing
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How to Write Killer Content & Sell More
Books on Facebook

> (|)itheul 6&:1,9« sales—y <<«

CONTENT BUCKET
SYSTEM HANDBOOK

with Chris Syme

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwe - www.larryedwards.com
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Chris Syme’s Bucket System

Fiction

Content Bucket System™

=
S
5

Promote

Non-Fiction

Content Bucket System™

8P

A )
=\
romos
>
*Sign-Up

Sales

:": |
=
<
A~
) Quotes
Promote
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Chris Syme’s 80-20 Rule

The 80-20 Value Matrix
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What People Want

Give: Offers, discounts, deals or contests that everyone can benefit from

Advise: Tips, esp. about problems that everyone encounters; how to get a
job

Warn: Warnings about the dangers that could affect anyone

Amuse: Funny pictures and quotes as long as they are not offensive to a
group

Inspire: Inspirational quotes

Amaze: Amazing pictures or facts

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www.larryedwards.com
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What People Feel
Happy Informed
Inspired Supported
Compassion Connected
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Commonly used types of content

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Blogging

Videos

Podcasting

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www.larryedwards.com
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Relevant News

| File Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help |
Ed (110) Gutsy Indie Publishers X\
€

shers/permalink/4 c Qorty —bookmarketing > | v 8 @ ¥ A O &

8 | htps facebook.com/gro

fl Gutsy Indie Publishers

& Lary M Edwards

Edit Profile

FAVORITES

|im) News Feed v

& Messages 20+

[21] Events

;} Photos Pre
The Journey 6 “Tita

= il -Gutsy Ind
SR o @ Bublic Group

4 Sale Groups

PAGES Discussion Members Events Photos Files

i Wnatthe Private S... 20+

M Dare|Call it Murd... 20+

) £ Larry M Edwards S !
. Murder Sunvivor's ... 20+ n +

Corps of Redisco... 20+

Zola Books — this appears to be a great opportunity for indie publishers

@i Heritage 20+

especially when compared to B&N, which is still operating in the 20th
¥ Pages Feed 20+ century
3 Like Pages

Create Ad Zola Books Begins Rollout of its

E-tailing Site

[+ Create Page

Zola Books, the social, retail, and recommendation OUR FOCUS IS ON HELPING ONE
GROUPS Web site that aims to bring everything about books to ANOTHER, NOT "BUY MY BOOK™ PROMOS.
J3i sanDiego Old Ti... 20+ one place, launched with its social component on. G... See More

L] Build Book Buzz 20+
Discover Groups

Marketing - Publishing - Writer
[¥] Create Group

Like W Comment re

FRIENDS

7+ Close Friends 20+ ﬁ Larry M Edwards Link to the Zola website ... http://zolabooks.com/
APPS .

= |ive Vid Zola Baoks + Start New Chat

ve Yideo) John R. Read, Esq. Chief, Litigation Ill Section Antitrust

m Games Division, United States Department of Justice 450 5th
&) on This Day 2050 ATE
) odestEdt: Like - Remove Preview Groups make it easier than _
[ Pokes 13 7% Linda Austin | read this this morning, Larry, and thought the same thing! B&N ever to share with friends,

= Games Feed S & better getits acttogether fast. Keep an eye out on Zola family and teammates.

Like
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What to Say Online

Do NOT over-sell

Consensus calls for indirect approach
« Post comments/news/links to related topics
* Information of value to others
* Relevant milestone dates related to the topic of your book
 Personal information—if they like you, more likely to buy book

Frequency
« Tweet/post items several times a week?

* Blogging once or twice a week?

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www.larryedwards.com
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Blogging

Does it work?

Readers want:

* Information & news useful to them
(and that they can trust)

* Entertainment
e Humor
* Visuals

\Wha}t the
vate Saw

of Oney Foster Sweet

Examples: Blogs on Mother’s Day and Memorial Day in relation

to Civil War received a lot of likes and shares.

Cross promote blogs on all your social media platforms

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www.larryedwards.com
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File Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help

W LarryEdwards (@LarryEdw... X

€ ) @ Twitter Inc. (US) | https://twitter.com/LarryEdwards G  Qoety—bookmarketing > Y B3 @ $ A O & =
O (¢34 3% 5 7 -
ome , Moments A3 “iotifications |l Messages L 4 earch Twitte Q ] [z

TWEETS FOLLOWING FOLLOWERS LIKES LISTS

4532 448 321 2 3 Edit profile

Tweets  Tweets & replies  Media
LarryEdwards

@LarryEdwards LarryEdwards fwards v 19

Author, Dare | Call It Murder?: A Memoir g‘u! The Real Bias Built In at Facebook. It is biased. That's true. But not in
of Violent Loss - Book Editor, Freelance the way conservative critics say it is.

Writer, Investigative Reporter in San

Diego The Real Bias Built In at Facebook
Q San Diego What_ you see on th_e social media giant is based on an
algorithm. It's anything but neutral.
& dareicallitmurder.com
Y nytimes.com
Joined January 2009
£33 Photos and videos
L ) v ] ooe

LarryEdwards ©LarryEdwards  May 18
What You Missed: Richard Lederer on Shakespeare - SDWEG

What You Missed

by Mardie Schroeder, from the May 2016 newsletter Our
speaker needed no introduction. His enthusiasm for the

~ English language, and for how much William Shakesp...

sdwritersguild org

Your Tweet activity

“« v ]
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T'witter

& @ Twitter, Inc. (US) | https://twitter.com/OneyFSweet?lang=en c ety—bookmarketing > Ww B @ $ # O & =
© tome K noments £ Q m

Edit profile

s

What the Private Saw

Tweets Tweets & replies Media

Priviesse What the Private Saw eyFSwe
The Civil War Letters and Diaries of Oney 5 Myths About Slavery and the U.S. Civil War. Read More bit.ly
Foster Sweet = /21P2Zdh via @History

& whattheprivatesaw.com

5 Myths About Slavery - History Lists
Find out the truth behind five common myths or
misunderstandings about slavery in the United States.

53 Photos and videos

P ... What the Private Saw

Your Tweet activity ot S s

Oney F. Sweet was there: Question of the Week: General “Stonewall”
Your Tweets eamned 1,538 impressions Jackson, Valley Campaign emergingcivilwar.com/2016/05/16/que...
over the last 28 days #uscivilwar
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File Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help

W Tweet Activity analytics for... X

Your Tweet activity

Your Tweets earmned 1,538 impressions
over the last 28 days

View your top Tweets

Use stats to
determine
which topics
generated the
most activity.

Compare to
sales data to
look for impact.

‘:’(‘: Da https://analytics.twitter.com/user/OneyFSweet/tweets
3 Analytics Home Tweets Audiences Evenis Morev
Tweet activity

Your Tweets earned 1.7K impressions over this 31 day period

Jan3 Jan 10 Jan 17

Top Tweets  Tweets and replies  Promoted

@ || Q search

e © 3 & © @

What the Private Saw v ﬁ Rl Sian up for Twitter Ads

400

Jan24 Jan3

Engagements Engagement rate

Impressions

P What the Private Saw @OneFSweet - Jan 26 122
“ "The General Result Was In Our Favor": The Army of

Potomac's Victory at Antietam wp.me/p1K1nm-Dyp

#civilwar
Piliesee  What the Private Saw @OneyFSweet - Jan 25 97
m Civil War: Time to Lay the Lost Cause to Rest, But Let's Not

Overreact wp.me/p1K1nm-DvZ

iew Tweet activih

Fidicse What the Private Saw @One/FSweet - Jan 25 76

The Army of Northern Virginia's Great Winter Battles
wp.me/p1K1nm-Dx7

ew Twest activit

1 0.8%
1 1.0%
0 0.0%

B9 January 2016 v ‘ ‘ &, Export data

YOUR TWEETS
During this 31 day period, you earned 56
impressions per day.

Engagements
Showing 31 days with daily frequency

ENGAGEMENT RATE

1.4% Jan 3t

0.0% engagement rate
J\/\..,_..._..N\f‘/\r\.m
LINK CLICKS

i Lz

On average, you earned 0 link clicks per
day
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Is Twitter Worth It?

Award-winning Swedish indie author Anna Belfrage

“Sales have gone up by approximately
50-70 books a month.”

“Not the biggest return on investment, is it? .
However, as | learn | expect to become more efficient.”

“Tweets need to look professional, they have to be
varied, and . . . quite often ... they must be about things
other than the book you want to flog.”

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www.larryedwards.com



mailto:larry@larryedwards.com
mailto:larry@larryedwards.com

Polishing Your Prose

LinkedIn

File Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help File Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help

m Larry Edwards | Book Auth... X [ Larry Edwards | Book Auth... X

& | Q rerry Dohe € a8 nt linkedin.com/pulse/activit ards+ pnd trk=nav_responsive e

linkedin.com/pu

Profile

Larry Edwards

Book Author and Editor

Recent Activity (12) Published (1) Drafts Followers (517)

Calling All Editors!

Mark Fretz on Linkedln * The American Association of
University Presses (AAUP) convenes its annual meeting June
16-18, 2016, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. | am chairing a pan

Levels of Copyediting

Like - Comment - Share - & 3 B3

Show previous comments

Jamila Jenny Hakam A thought-provoking survey - thanks for inviting us to participate! 3d

Like

! Larry Edwards | started to do the survey but quit when | got to the part about ranking a 1d

number of items 1 through 6. Too tedious to figure out. | think you... show more

Larry Edwards 2d
Book Author and Editor

The Real Bias Built In at Facebook

nytimes.com * What you see on the social media giant is
based on an algorithm. It's anything but neutral

Like * Comment - Share

Larry Edwards 10d
Book Autho dit

This is an accurate assessment — for a professional-quality product
The Price of Self-Publishing: INFOGRAPHIC

@ The Price of Self-Publishing: INFOGRAPHIC
Larry Edwards commented on this 1d adweek.com * Have you ever considered self-publishing a
book?

=

Like

Larry Edwards 19d

Book Author and Edito

| would add to Myth #1 that if an author is serious about marketing/selling a book, the the
marketing needs to begin 6 months to a year before the launch

Don't Get Fooled by These 3 Book Marketing
Myths

graphica.com - We are by “myth” -
information about book marketing. Social media makes it worse

Larry Edwards 22d
Book Autht itor

Useful information in the latest Violent Loss Newsletter from Connie Saindon and the Violent
Loss Network

Violent Loss Network — May 1, 2016
svinetwork.wordpress.com Violent Loss Newsletter, May 1
2016 News you can use ... (scroll down to see all) Contents will
vary somewhat month to month. As we close out this month, o

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www.larryedwards.com



mailto:larry@larryedwards.com
mailto:larry@larryedwards.com

Polishing Your Prose

LinkedIn

Key components

* Profile

e Updates

e Company page (for book)
* Blog

* Join discussion groups

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www.larryedwards.com
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LinkedIn

LinkedIn is career and jobs oriented.

| have not seen much value for marketing books, but | get
value for marketing my editing and consulting services.

LinkedIn may be of more value to those with nonfiction
books in B2B and the how-to category—historically the
largest selling category of books.
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Google+

Compared to Facebook, waste of time?

Cons:
e Low traffic volume

* Low exposure

Pros:
 SEO (search engine optimization) = better ranking in search results
* Google search results give priority to links in Google+

Conclusion: Use it for SEO, but don’t spend a lot of time there.
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Pinterest

All about pictures:
the “refrigerator” of social media

Predominantly women,

middle-aged and older

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www.larryedwards.com
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You'lube

You 1)

Book trailers
(not very effective?)

or other items of interest e extoer axcoance

. TO PREVENT WORLD WAR II

STAN S. KATZ

AudioBook - The Emperor and the Spy

Keep book trailer short
1-2 minutes

it The Emperor and the Spy
gt 173 views

an

Published on Apr 13,2016

The Emperor and The Spy, by Stan S. Katz, is a historical novel based on the brilliant life and exciting
exploits of Colonel Sidney Mashbir, an American spy who secretly allied with top leaders in Japan,
including members of the Japanese Royal Family, in an heroic attempt to prevent conflict between their

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www.larryedwards.com
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Content: Book Reviews

How to use Pre- and Post-Publication
Reviews to “Get Your Book Noticed”

Gemini Adams (www.FinishYourBookNow.com)

Email: gemini@liveconsciouslynow.com
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Customer Reviews

Yorokokodc (160) “ What an sad and amazing account of the Edwards family's parents. ”

4.3 out of 5 stars Lisa | 39 reviewers made a similar statement

5 star |

4star | - 27 “ Very well written book. ”

3 star f 12 Satisfied Customer | 36 reviewers made a similar statement
2 star i "

1star | ®  * Ihighly recommend this true crime book. ”

: Patricia Hogber 24 reviewers made a similar statement
See all 160 customer reviews ogberg |

Most Helpful Customer Reviews

22 of 23 people found the following review helpful
Yololol'o'c Powerfully written, true, tragic story August 4. 2013

Format: Paperback

Good newspaper reporters care deeply about accuracy, and they will keep at a story like a dog with a bone
until the facts come together cogently and clearly. The author's gripping but careful account of this complex
drama, spanning over 30 years, is testament to a talented veteran reporter's sKills.
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About Larry M. Edwards

Larry M. Edwards is an award-winnin
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author and investigative journalist; he

has written three books. He won first
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Awards, unpublished memoir
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bopkshalves) remd Call It Murder?: A Memoir of Violent
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The Reading Room
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Expand your universe, invite your friends!

“Thrilling, dramatic,
and powerful.”
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Polishing Your Prose
Write Book Reviews

Post on:

 Amazon and other book retailers’ sites (if allowed)
* Goodreads

* The Reading Room

* Facebook

* Twitter

* LinkedIn

* Google+

* other SM sites
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Polishing Your Prose

Amazon (and other online retailers)

e Author Central
e Author forums
* Genre-specific discussion groups
* 60-day prelaunch promotion
(Kindle ebook only)
* Use social media buttons on book page
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Dare | Call It Murder? - A Mem... *
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THE BOOK Rl N “. .. chilling ... palpable...
WHERE to BUY ; powerful il .
: —Kirkus Reviews

THE AUTHOR
NEWS

EVENTS
In his book, Dare I Call It Murder?: A
BLOG 3 Memoir of Violent Loss, Larry Edwards
CONTACT , unmasks the emotional trauma of violent
loss as he ferrets out new facts to get at the
MEDIA CENTER truth of how and why his parents were

BOOK CLUBS killed.
SVL RESOURCES

Marking the 35th anniversary year
of the deaths of Loren and Jody Edwards

Winner: Best Published Memoir
San Diego Book Awards, 2014

Amazon Best-Seller

The book is available Pu','tzer Prize Nommee
Biography or Autobiography

for purchase worldwide.
Go to the Where to Buy page

: Benjamin Franklin Award Nominee
for a list of booksellers.

Autobiography/Memoirs
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Website

File Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help == m
What the Private Saw: The Civil ... 2 \4-

&

whattheprivatesaw.com

What the Private Saw:
1 e Gavi] War Letters and Diaries
AT bof Onenl osterS veer

“One of the very best of the many published collections
of Civil War letters and diaries.”

W Tweet < 229 m 10

|  Like You and 257 others like

Released April 9, 2015. ..

Whe}t the
Private Saw

{ A3

The Civil War Letters & Diaries

of Oney Foster Sweet

TN,
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Website

File Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help

Home - Margaret Harmon x

€& & www.margaretharmon.com/index.htm

I'he Genie
“Who Had (Wishes

ol His Own

21"-Century
p Fables

¢ | B~ harmon fables

The Genie Who Had Wishes of His Own-21st-Century Fables

Twenty-two brand new heroes, villains, and earnest
strivers go after health, love, and fulfillment. These
are fables we read when the children are asleep.

* Idealistic architect Zoe creates a building so green
it might save the Earth—if she can protect it from the
people living in it.

* Health food expert Myrna decides to rescue her
husband from a nutritional wasteland. But Stanley's
a big man who likes ice cream.

* Roger makes himself a multibillionaire by

workers, sc expenses, and

1
P

stretching loopholes--until he accidentally explodes

the world.

* Nina, who knows exactly what she wants, finds a

genuine genie, who discovers what he wants.

Endearing and determined, these trapeze artists,
juggler, caterpillar, song sparrow, ballerina, and the
rest are exactly who we want them to be: us. Our
favorites walk beside us as private guardians and
powerful allies.

"Fantastic!"

—-Ray Bradbury

"There is something hedonistic and luxurious inherent in these fables. . . . Look around for this book.

Just won! Best anthology, San
Diego Book Awards
Association

Plowshare Media
For more information o to buy an
inscribed copy, visit Plowshare Media on
the web.

Selected Works
ANEW BOOK OF MODERN FABLES

The Genie Who Had Wishes of His
Own: 21st-Century Fables
An American Aesop's newest fables
help us become who we want to be
—alone, together, o in a mob. Perfect for
troubled times, fables are problem-

solving tools.
BIRDING HUMOR

A Field Guide to North American
Birders—A Parody
Birders watch birds—and other birders.
That's the premise of Margaret
Harmon's laugh-out-loud parody in
classic field guide format. It identifies
our favorite companions on the
trail--and the few we'd like to strangle.
"[It shows] why birding is so much fun "
BIRDING Magazine

PliB ¥ @
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Website

file Edit View History Bookmarks TIools Help = 'ﬂu
JI Final Return — A novel by Ron ... X \+

'S finalreturn.com B - icasetiemaliowanmystey X |y B2 & @ =

Read an Excerpt
Buy the Bo

Details When a terminally ill Vietnam veteran is
About the Author targeted by a rogue IRS agent, he assembles
Resovicas o a team of combat veterans — male and female
MAREY Veterans — to turn the tables and collect a “penalty
fee” from the IRS.
Connect with the
author and other
readers:

A novel based on a true story.
Facebook Page

BJ Tanner may be a terminally ill Vietnam veteran, but when rogue IRS agents with
personal agendas hit his high-tech manufacturing firm with millions in fees and penalties,
he finds the strength to fight back.

With a vengeance.

After reconnecting with a nurse he fell in love with in Nha Trang years before, Tanner
enlists the help of veterans at the Dallas VA. He figures to hijack the entire IRS computer
network. But he must ensure the safety of his squad. Their lives will be in his hands as
he initiates a terrorist-like takeover of the IRS facility in Austin, Texas.

If the scheme is successful, Tanner will leave an anonymous legacy to benefit
thousands of combat veterans who continue to suffer from the horrors of war.

FINAL RETURN is the first novel of a planned trilogy highlighting veterans. The
second novel, Crystal Visions, will be completed soon. It focuses on disabled vets using
pooled abilities to dismantle a major drug network in San Diego. The third novel

inusatisatesssinsuato.aranotrsssiinmstho.aunnort.dusthon from. aovesnmant. asonaion.

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www.larryedwards.com



mailto:larry@larryedwards.com
mailto:larry@larryedwards.com
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Website

Website = hub of your online presence; everything else
links back for information about your book and yourself,
with direct links to purchase the book.

Capture emails—require email for visitors to gain access
to additional information (e.g., book excerpts) or
giveaways (e.g., give away some books or articles).

iIContact, MailChip, Constant Contact, others

Create relatively inexpensive web presence with
Wordpress or Tumblr—Dblogging platforms that include
Information pages. Relatively user friendly.
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Email

Email — include a “signature”

Larry Edwards

Polishing Your Prose
www.LarryEdwards.com
858-292-9232

Editor/Publisher:
* What the Private Saw: The Civil War Letters and Diaries of Oney Foster Sweet
"One of the very best of the many published collections of Civil War letters and diaries."
* The Journey: Learning to Live with Violent Death
"A much needed and useful aid for adult survivors of violent death." —Alison Salloum, PhD
* Murder Survivor's Handbook: Real-Life Stories, Tips & Resources
...richin content. . . banquet of life-sustaining information —Survivor
Winner, Benjamin Franklin Gold Award, 2015

Author:

Dare | Call It Murder? — A Memoir of Violent Loss
"chilling . . . palpable . . . powerful" —Kirkus Reviews
Winner, San Diego Book Awards, 2014

Prose, unlike beefsteak, does not become more choice when marbled with fat.
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Polishing Your Prose

Cross Link from Social Media

As with the website, start early and cross link/reference the other
media:

* Facebook

* Twitter

* LinkedIn

* Google+

* Pinterest

* Blog: WordPress, Tumblr; guest blog; blog tour with other bloggers

Do not just share info about yourself or your book; share related
information: other books and authors, current events,
writing/publishing resources, historical tie-ins, etc.
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Polishing Your Prose
Put in the Time

Caution: Social Media Marketing = Time Intensive

Gauge what works for you and where to allocate time.

Year following release of Dare | Call It Murder?,
most of my time spent on marketing

Writer friend with traditional publisher—60 hours a week following
release of her first book

Jeri Westerson—splits time at roughly 20% marketing, 80% writing
(full-time writer, several books in multiple genres)
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Advertising
* Goodreads: Self-Serve Advertising
(pay per click — e.g., 10 to 25 cents per click)

e Facebook Ads (pay per click)
* Google: Adwords (pay per click)
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Resources

Build Book Buzz — buildbookbuzz.com

Facebook: Gutsy Indie Publishers
facebook.com/groups/GutsylndiePublishers/

Social Media Examiner — socialmediaexaminer.com

Chris Syme, Smart Marketing for Authors — cksyme.com

Gemini Adams, book marketing — FinishYourBookNow.com

Terry Doherty, book marketing — linkedin.com/in/readingtub

Fauzia Burke — Online Marketing for Busy Authors — FauziaBurke.com

LarryEdwards.com — Resources for Writers
larryedwards.com/resources.html
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Polishing Your Prose

Shameless Selt-Promotion

Coming Soon

Blog: The Editor’s Eye
10 Most Common Mistakes Writers Make
(re: grammar, spelling, punctuation, usage)
https://polishingyourprose.wordpress.com/

Class: The Editor’'s Eye
Self-Editing for Writers

(craft and mechanical)
details to come
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Polishing Your Prose

T'hank You

Handout with key points of presentation

Slides available—send emaill to
larry@larryedwards.com

Questions?
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