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Taking the Mystery Out of E-book Production 
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What Authors Should Know 

 

 Format word doc properly: 
•  For ebook conversion and layout 

•  To expedite conversion process 
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E-Book Revolution 

 

Nielson Research projections 

• Ebooks will overtake sales of print books in 2014, 
with total sales expected to rise to 47 million units.  

• This will put total ebook sales 300,000 ahead of 
print equivalents and mean that electronic books 
account for 48% of the overall fiction market. 
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E-Book Revolution 

 

 BookStats: 

•  E-books Now Make Up 1/5 of U.S. Book Sales 

    

Self-Publishing   + 287% since 2006 

e-book formats driving gains 
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E-Books 
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eBook 

 

 Basic eBook = primitve website 
•  Reflowable text 

•  Images inline, no text wrap 

•  No tables or multiple columns 

 

Multimedia formats supported in high-end devices 
(Kindle Fire, Nook HD, iPad) but limits your market. 
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Editing Is Editing 

 

No significant differences between 
editing for e-books and printed books. 

 

Key difference is formatting. 
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Divergent Paths 

 

Manuscript Y 
Printer E-Book 
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E-Book Formats 

1. Reflowable text 
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E-Book Formats 

2. Fixed layout 
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Reflowable Text 

Reflowable text 

•  conventional novels 

•  narrative nonfiction 

•  plain text, no fancy fonts  

•  few illustrations, no tables  
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Reflowable Text 

Reflowable text 

•   font size variable 

•  no headers; no page numbers 

•  cannot wrap text around images 

•  does not support columns or tables 

•  quotation marks, apostrophes, dashes can be 

   problematic in conversion 

•  indents, page breaks can be problematic 
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Reflowable Text: Font size 
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Reflowable Text – Vendors 

 
 Vendor    file format 

 Kindle (Amazon)   .mobi 

 Nook (Barnes & Noble) .epub 

 iPad (Apple)   .epub 

 Kobo     .epub 

 Sony     .epub 
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Fixed Layout 

 

•  looks like a normal book 

•  similar to PDF – but it’s not  

 – it’s HTML5 

•  wrap text around images 

•  supports tables, math figures 

•  font size NOT variable 

•  zoom in and out 

 

mailto:larry@larryedwards.com
mailto:larry@larryedwards.com


Polishing Your Prose 
 

Larry Edwards – larry@larryedwards.com – www.larryedwards.com 

Polishing Your Prose 
 

Larry Edwards – larry@larryedwards.com – www.larryedwards.com 

Fixed Layout 

 

 

Good: The four major eBook retail 

vendors – Amazon, Apple, Barnes & 

Noble, and Kobo – all support fixed-

layout ebook displays 

 

Bad: Vendors have not settled on a 

common and open fixed-layout format 

 

Ugly: E-book production partners kept 

on their toes in order to support 

multiple fixed-layout formats 
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Future Is Now 

 

 

Embedded multimedia 

•  Audio 

•  Video 
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Key Element: Styles 

 

Use Styles in manuscript preparation,  

regardless of format 

•  Headings 

•  Subheads 

•  Section/scene breaks 

•  Paragraph – font, indent, line spacing 
 

Makes for easy global format changes 
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MS Word: Styles 
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MS Word: Styles 
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MS Word: Paragraph Format 
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MS Word: Paragraph Format 
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MS Word: Page Break 

Do NOT use Space Bar 
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MS Word: Page Break 

Do use Page Break (Cntrl + Enter) 
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MS Word: Paragraph Format 

 

Do NOT use Space Bar or Tab to: 

• indent paragraph 

• center text 

• create new page 
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MS Word: Table of Contents 
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E-Book Conversion 

 

  

  No magic wand. 
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E-Book Conversion/Publishing 

For Free and For Fee 

• KDP (Amazon Kindle) free + % 

• Nook Press (B&N)   free + % 

• Kobo      free + % 

• SmashWords   free + % 

• Book Baby (CD Baby)  $99/$149 + 

• Misc., esp. for fixed layout $$$$$ 
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Tools: Software 

  MS Word 2003 InDesign 

Calibre Sigil HTML editor 

WebEdit 
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Tools: Software 

  
Kindle for PC Kindle Previewer Nook for PC 

mailto:larry@larryedwards.com
mailto:larry@larryedwards.com


Polishing Your Prose 
 

Larry Edwards – larry@larryedwards.com – www.larryedwards.com 

Polishing Your Prose 
 

Larry Edwards – larry@larryedwards.com – www.larryedwards.com 

Conversion Process 

 NOT recommended 

• Do Not upload to vendor as Word doc 
(unless you fully understand inner workings 
of Word and Word Styles) 

• If you do, use Word 2003 (.doc, NOT .docx) 

• Save as Word 2003 
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Printer File: PDF 

  
PDF format NOT 

recommended: 
•  Fixed layout 

•  Text not reflowable 

•  Zoom in and out 

•  Horizontal scrolling 
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Conversion Process 

 Recommended 
1. Format in Word 2003: Styles, TOC (or InDesign) 

2. Export as Webpage (html, filtered)   (or .epub) 

3. View/test HTML in Web browser 

4. Edit HTML: stylesheet, formatting errors 

5. Convert to .epub in Calibre 

6. Preview in Kindle Previewer, K/PC, Nook/PC 

7. Final edit (HTML editor or Sigil) 

8. Sideload into e-reader 

9. Upload to vendor 
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First Look: Web Browser 
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Editing: HTML 

  HTML Editor: Styles 
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Editing: HTML 

  HTML Editor: Body 

mailto:larry@larryedwards.com
mailto:larry@larryedwards.com


Polishing Your Prose 
 

Larry Edwards – larry@larryedwards.com – www.larryedwards.com 

Polishing Your Prose 
 

Larry Edwards – larry@larryedwards.com – www.larryedwards.com 

Conversion: Calibre 
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Calibre: Metadata 
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Calibre: Viewer 
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Editing 

  Sigil:  

primary view 
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Editing 

  Sigil:  

split screen 
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Editing 

  Sigil:  

style sheet 
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Editing 

  Sigil:  

HTML view 
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Testing 

  Nook for PC 
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Conversion: Calibre > .mobi 
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Testing 

  
Kindle Previewer 
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Testing 

  Kindle Preview: Paperwhite 
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Testing 

  
Kindle DX Preview 
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Testing 

  
Kindle Fire Preview 
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Testing 

  Kindle for PC 

mailto:larry@larryedwards.com
mailto:larry@larryedwards.com


Polishing Your Prose 
 

Larry Edwards – larry@larryedwards.com – www.larryedwards.com 

Polishing Your Prose 
 

Larry Edwards – larry@larryedwards.com – www.larryedwards.com 

Final Format 

  
Moral of the Story 

 
Styles, Styles, Styles 

 
Format for the lowest common denominator. 
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Thank You 

  

Questions? 
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