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“Discoverability” 

 

Books do not sell themselves, especially 
self-/indie-published books. 

 

In 2014, more than 1,000,000 new titles 
entered the marketplace, most of them 

self-/indie-published. 
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Leverage Author Assets 

 

Key elements: 

•  Platform — credentials, expert, professional status, 
 experience, celebrity (especially nonfiction) 

•  Marketing plan 

• Marketing segments: book categories, demographics, 
 geography 

• Promotion — how will the book be promoted? 

• Relevant news 

• Competition 
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Pre-release 

Build demand  

pre-release  

to catapult sales  

at book launch 

 to get on  

Amazon 

Hot New Release  

and Best Seller  lists 
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Catapult Sales 
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Maintain Momentum 
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Amazon Marketing Machine 

Amazon can be your best friend: 

• Hot New Release 

• Best Seller lists 

• Top Rated lists 

• Also looked at . . . 

• Also bought . . . 

• Email promos . . . 

• Daily Deals . . . 
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Amazon Hot New Release 
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Amazon Best Seller – Memoir 

mailto:larry@larryedwards.com
mailto:larry@larryedwards.com


Polishing Your Prose 
 

Larry Edwards – larry@larryedwards.com – www.larryedwards.com Larry Edwards – larry@larryedwards.com – www.larryedwards.com 

Amazon Best Seller – True Crime 
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Amazon Best Seller – Biography 
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Amazon Gift Ideas 
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Amazon Top Rated 
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Amazon Reader Reviews 
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Customers who bought . . . 
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Customers who viewed . . . 
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Amazon Email Promotions 
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Website — it’s all about branding 

Launch website at least 6 months prior to 
book launch, but a year would be better. 

Promote and develop email list. 

 

Book title in domain name 

dareicallitmurder.com 

whattheprivatesaw.com 
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Website Components 

 

• book cover 

• book description 

• author bio 

• contact info 

• create mailing list (MailChimp, iContact, Constant Contact) 

• book excerpts 

• book news, coming events, photos 

• book reviews, reader reviews, endorsements 

• media center 

• book clubs 

• resources 
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Social Media 

As with the website, start early and cross link/reference the other 

media: 

• Facebook 

• Twitter 

• LinkedIn 

• Google+ 

• Pinterest 

• Blog: WordPress, Tumblr; guest blog; blog tour with other bloggers 

 

Do not just share info about yourself or your book; share related 
information: other books and authors, current events, 
writing/publishing resources, historical tie-ins, etc. 
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Be a Professional 

  

• Own your own ISBN — Bowker 

• Price  
• print book (POD): highest price market will bear 

• ebook: how low is too low? 

• Professional quality (hire pros for editing and design) 

• Print (POD): CreateSpace/Amazon; Lightning 
 Source/IngramSpark (Amazon, B&N, et al.) 

• eBook: Kindle, SmashWords (iBooks, Nook, Kobo, etc.) 

mailto:larry@larryedwards.com
mailto:larry@larryedwards.com


Polishing Your Prose 
 

Larry Edwards – larry@larryedwards.com – www.larryedwards.com Larry Edwards – larry@larryedwards.com – www.larryedwards.com 

Book Launch 

• Timing: tie to relevant date or event, if possible; 
 avoid holidays, especially Christmas  

 e.g., 150th anniversary of Lee’s surrender 

• Build prelaunch demand to catapult sales 

• Invite mailing list and FB friends to Virtual party 
 online 

• Door prizes, giveaways 

• Respond to every email, social media post to 
 maintain momentum 
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Amazon (and other online retailers) 

 

• Author Central 

• Author forums 

• 60-day prelaunch promotion  

 (Kindle ebook only) 

• Use social media buttons on book page 
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Amazon Author Central 
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Goodreads 

 

• reader 

• author 

• link to blog 
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Book Reviews 

 
• Kirkus (2- to 3-month lead time, $425) 

• Other review services (price varies, 
 typically $100-$300) 

• Submit to established book reviewers, 
 services, newspapers, literary 
 publications (odds are low for 
 self-/indie-published books 
 without “platform”) 

• bloggers 

• indie book reviewers — find on 
 Facebook, genre-specific websites, 
 blogs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

“. . . chilling . . . palpable 

. . . powerful . . .”  

—Kirkus Reviews  
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Endorsements 

 

• Other authors 

• Professionals 

• Celebrities 

• Influencers 

• Get lucky 

This is a powerfully written and personal-

ized odyssey of the violent deaths of both of 

his parents and the disintegration of the family 

in the aftermath of traumatic grief. . . . We are 

swept up by the author's frustrated quest for 

justice and psychological coherence. 

—Dr. Edward K. Rynearson 

Medical Director, Separation and Loss Services 

Program, Virginia Mason Medical Center 

This is definitely one of the very best of the 

many published collections of Civil War letters 

and diaries. 

—Gene C. Armistead, author 

Horses and Mules in the Civil War 
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Awards 

Awards competitions 

• Winner, San Diego Book 

  Awards (2012, 2014) 

• Pulitzer Prize Nominee 
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Awards 

Awards competitions 

• Winner, Gold Award 

   2015 IBPA Benjamin 

   Franklin book awards 
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Publicist/Professional PR 

    

3 to 6 months prior to book release 
   

• book specialist — expect to pay at minimum 
 $2,500 for 2-4 months of work 

• press release 

• media contacts — newspapers, radio, TV 

• author events/book signings — libraries, book 
 stores 
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News Coverage 
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News Coverage 

 

 

U-T 
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News Coverage 

 

 

KPBS 
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News Coverage 
  

Author: How do I get on KPBS or in U-T? 
• News hook —purposely launched book on April 9, 
 150th anniversary of Lee’s surrender at Appomattox. 

• Newsworthy content, with a local connection —
 historically significant, previously unpublished 
 letters and diaries of a Civil War veteran, and great-
 grandson lives in San Diego. 

• Broad public appeal —Civil War is a timeless topic that 
 interests a wide spectrum of people. 
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Networking 

• Attend events 

• Attend professional meetings and 
 conferences 

• Have collateral materials 

• business cards 

• flyers 

• bookmarks & letter to readers 

• “one sheet” (for reporters, producers, libraries) 
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Networking: may lead to TV 

 

 

KPBS 
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Public Arena 

(begin before the book comes out) 

• speaking — civic groups, professional 
 organizations, education, book clubs 

• op/ed 

 • submit essays/ 

 articles on topics 

 for which you are 

 an “expert” 
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Book Events & Signings 
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Book Events & Signings 
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Book Events & Signings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
  

Author Richard Lederer does 200+ 

public presentations a year. 
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Library Presentations 
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Advertising 
  

• Goodreads: Self-Serve Advertising 

 (pay per click — 10 to 25 cents per click) 

• Facebook Ads (pay per click) 

• Google: Adwords (pay per click) 

• Ingram catalog — $60 for one-time inclusion 

— distributed to book sellers and libraries 

• IBPA catalog — $350  

 — distributed to book sellers and libraries 
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Resources 

   
PR Advice for Self-Pub Authors   

http://juliadrakepr.com/jdprs-advice-for-self-published-authors/ 

 

Build Book Buzz 
http://buildbookbuzz.com/ 

 

Facebook: Gutsy Indie Publishers  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/387267894630479 

 

Larry Edwards’ blog: Polishing Your Prose  
http://polishingyourprose.wordpress.com 
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No Guarantee 

 

Did I just get lucky? 

 

Luck = preparation + opportunity 
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Thank You 

Questions? 

 Handout with key points of presentation 

 Slides available — send email to  

larry@larryedwards.com 
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