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“Discoverability”

Books do not sell themselves, especially
self-/indie-published books.

In 2014, more than 1,000,000 new titles
entered the marketplace, most of them
self-/indie-published.
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Leverage Author Assets

Key elements:

* Platform — credentials, expert, professional status,
experience, celebrity (especially nonfiction)

* Marketing plan
* Marketing segments: book categories, demographics,
geography
* Promotion — how will the book be promoted?
* Relevant news
* Competition
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Pre-release

Build demand e e

pre-release “ .. G %
to catapult sales Loyal Readers > Jir—

at book launch G e

to get on : : ¥ €— Marketing
Amazon - | | &%
&

HOt New REIease Proper Hosting N

and Best Seller lists

and Software

Mobile Optimization
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Catapult Sales

amazon

“~—" AuthorCentral Hello, Larry
Home | Books ’ Profile | Sales Info Customer Reviews | Help
BaskteanDote Amazon Bestseller Rank (what's This?)
weekly sales -
Sales by geography !f‘;_ Dare I Call It Murder?: A Memoir... ® ‘
L

Sales Rank
Rank bveritine Kindle Edition, July 2013 ¥

As of today: 2 weeks 1 Month All Available

This format of "Dare I Call It Murder?:..." is currently ranked #1,841 out of over one million books in the Kindle Store. (up:

#1 [ M Paid
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Maintain Momentum

Author Rank beta (what's This?)
All Books

Period: 2 Weeks 1 Month & Months 1 Year All Available

September 28, 2012 - July 9, 2014 Current Rank: #116,320 (updated hourly)
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Amazon Marketing Machine

Amazon can be your best friend:

e Hot New Release

a

. /

* Best Seller lists

e Top Rated lists

* Also looked at . ..
* Also bought . ..

* Email promos. ..
* Daily Deals . ..
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Amazon Hot New Release

¢ Any Department
¢ Kindle Stare
¢ Kindle eBooks
< Biographies & Memoirs
Arts & Literature
Actors & Actresses

Artists, Architects &
Photographers

Authors

Composers &
Musicians

Dancers
Entertainers

Movie Directors

New Age

Television Performers
Theatre

Amazon Hot New Releases

Qur best-selling new and future releases. Updated hourly.

Hot New Releases in Biographies & Memoirs of Authors

1.

Dare | Call It Murder?: A
Memoir of V..

by Larry Edwards
Yook (4 (1)
Release Date: July 5, 2013
Kindle Edition

$6.99

2.

LOOK INSIDE!

The Secret Life of Objects
by Dawn Raffel

YRR M (21)
Release Date: June 26, 2013
Kindle Ediion

$3.99
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Amazon Hot New Release

< Any Department
<« Books
<« Law
Criminal Law
Criminal Procedure
Evidence
Law Enforcement
Forensic Science

Amazon Hot New Releases

Our best-selling new and future releases. Updated hourly

.

2
nust \l('r('.\ :
. . 4
Bryan
Stevenson |

Just Mercy: A Story of
Justice and Re_..
by Bryan Stevenson

Ao v (4)

Release Date: October 21,

2014
Hardcover
$17.71

Hot New Releases in Criminal Procedure Law

LOOK INSIDE!

ST 7

CRIMINAL, ™
INVESTIGATION

IR L

ﬁ 3:#5*

X |

T v
ek
e R

Criminal Investigation: A
Method for..
by James W. Osterburg

Yooy [ (14)
Publication Date: September
15,2014

Paperback

$68.40

81 used & new from $37.00

Murder
Survivor's
Handbook

Badh % Seartes, Tow & Bnomems

Murder Survivor's Handbook:
Real-Life. .

by Connie Saindon MA
Yorofododke [ (1)
Publication Date: September
15, 2014

Paperback

$16.85

2 new from $16.59

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www .larryedwards.com



mailto:larry@larryedwards.com
mailto:larry@larryedwards.com

Polishing Your Prose

Amazon Hot New Release

Amazon Hot New Releases

Our best-selling new and future releases. Updated hourly.

< Any Department
< Kindle Store
< Kindle eBooks
< History
< Americas
< United States
Civil War
Abolition

Campaigns &
Battlefields

Confederacy

Regimental
Histories

Women

Hot New Releases in History eBooks of American Civil War

Campaigns & Battlefields

1. LOOK INSIDE!

e l;‘-.lm(- [nwrwy
of Oney Foster Sweet

What the Private Saw: The
Civil War L.
by Oney Foster Sweet

Yoo dedoke (1 (5)
Release Date: April 6, 2015
Kindle Edition

$6.99

Pickett's Charge at
Gettysburg: A Gui...
by James A. Hessler

Release Date: May 24, 2015
Kindle Edition
$12.99
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Amazon Best Seller - Memoir

Amazon Best Sellers

Our most popular products based on sales. Updated hourly.

<Any Department Best Sellers in Biographies & Memoirs of Authors
<Kindle Store
<Kindle eBooks
< Biographies & Memoirs

Top 100 Paid

A LOOK INSIDE! X LOOK INSIDE!
Ants & Literature 1 — 2 OK INSIDE!
Actors & Actresses CHUCK
Artists, Architects & o KLOSTERMAN
Photographers Q)
Authors ]?
Composers & WA
Musicians »
Dancers
Entertainers The Glass Castle: A Memoir Chuck Klosterman IV: A
Movie Directors by Jeannette Walls Decade of Curi...
New A Yorododods M (2,772) by Chuck Klosterman
ewv _ge Kindle Edition Lorrdrdodt M (52)
Television Performers $9.12 Kindle Edition
Theatre $2.99
LOOK INSIDE! JOK INSIDE!

Q 74
e It

ey

Dare | Call It Murder?: A
Memair of V..

After Visiting Friends: A
Son's Story

by Larry Edwards by Michael Hainey
Yook (4 (25) Yolrododeys (4 (307)
Kindle Edition Kindile Edition

$6.99 $11.04

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www .larryedwards.com



mailto:larry@larryedwards.com
mailto:larry@larryedwards.com

Polishing Your Prose
Amazon Best Seller - True Crime

ECEIVE
Dare | Call It Murder?: A Practice to Decelve
v by Ann Rule
hakde, Release Date: October 8, 201
o4 Kindde Edior
i $11.04
$6.9
15. INSIDE 16, LOOKINSIDE!
] 4
l
You Belong to Me and Other People Who Eat Darkness
True Cases The True Sto
by Ann Rule Lioy
et Ediion n
8663

K INSIDE
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Amazon Best Seller

- Biography

Amazon Best Sellers

Our most popular products based on sales. Updated hourly

< Any Department B
< Books
< Biographies & Memoirs 1. LCOKWSIDE
< Historical What the

Private Saw
United States a5
American Revolution
Civil War
US Presidents

‘il: il W l"n.: oo
o Oney Foster Sweee

What the Private Saw: The
Civil War L...

by Larry M. Edwards
Podefooke M (1)
Paperback

$17.95

3 new from $13.92

dest Sellers in American Civil War Biographies

TEAM OF RIVALS

Team of Rivals: The Political
Genius..

by Doris Kearns Goodwin
PR Fe Py vl (2,560)
Audible Audic Edition
$69.95

8 new from $69.95

Sy o

What the Private Fortune's Fool:

Saw: The C._. The Life of ..
Paperback Hardcover
$17.95 $22.19
Most Wished For

B ]

What the Private
Saw: The C...
Kindle Edition
$6.99

» See Top 100
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Amazon Gift Ideas

Amazon Gift Ideas

Our most popular products ordered as gifts. Updated daily.

< Any Department Gift Ideas in American Civil War Biographies

< Books
< Biographies & Memoirs
< Historical
United States
American Revolution
Civil War
US Presidents

1.

LOOK INSIDE!

Capital Dames: The Civil War
and the. ..

by Cokie Roberts

Release Date: April 14, 2015
Hardcover

$20.96

2. LOOK INSIDE!

of Oney Foster Sweet

What the Private Saw: The
Civil War L.

by Larry M. Edwards

A A K A . )
PR M (2)
Paperback

$16.16
7 used & new from $13.37

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www .larryedwards.com



mailto:larry@larryedwards.com
mailto:larry@larryedwards.com

Polishing Your Prose
Amazon Top Rated

<Any Department

& Mayhem True Acc

< Kindle Store

1. 2. OK INSIDE!
<Kindle eBooks J
< Biographi Memoirs
True Accounts
True Crime
Deadly Little Secrets: The In Cold Blood {Vintage
EI: . 'MObile‘ Minister,.. International)
un-leash by Kathryn Casey by Truman Capote
oye [V (170) FOROROIOIYL (M (737)
Kindle Edition Kindle Edition
$6.44 $9.99
Get the latest
smartphones 3. LOOK INSIDE! 4. K INSIDE!
No mora 2-year sarvica all It
contracts required. Upgrade JRDER_?

your phone anytime.

. SMALL
-,
Larry M. Edwards MFICES
O FHOTON
Dare | Call It Murder?: A Small Sacrifices
Memoir of V.. by &nn Rule
by Larry Edwards Yorededods (V1 (208)
: v (44) Kindle Edition
Kindle Edition $5.99
$6.99
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Amazon Reader Reviews

Customer Reviews

YRR (160) “ What an sad and amazing account of the Edwards family's parents.
4.3 out of 5 stars Lisa | 39 reviewers made a similar statement
5 star 102
~ & i 2
4 star Very well written book.
3 star 12 Satisfied Customer | 36 reviewers made a similar statement
2 star
1 star

“ I highly recommend this true crime book. ”

: Patricia Hogberg | 24 reviewers made a similar statement
See all 160 customer reviews

Most Helpful Customer Reviews

22 of 23 people found the following review helpful

yoroloiodc Powerfully written, true, tragic story August 4. 2013

By Gina Pera VINVEVVOIVCVVIEV

Format: Paperback

Good newspaper reporters care deeply about accuracy, and they will keep at a story like a dog with a bone

until the facts come together cogently and clearly. The author’s gripping but careful account of this complex
drama, spanning over 30 years, is testament to a talented veteran reporter's skills.

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www .larryedwards.com
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Customers who bought . . .

cick 1o LOOK INSIDE!

NEW YORK ZIMES BES TS C AUTHOR

STEVE

LOOK INSIDE!

)

— JEA
- iz Al

< Dare | Call It Murder?: A Death Trap
Memoir of Violent ... > M. William Phelps
Larry Edwards [ (59
(11) Kindle Edition
Kindle Edition $5.38
$6.99

List Price: $2-99
price: $7.19 & FREE Shipping on orders over $25. Details
You Save: $0.80 (109)

In Stock.

Ships from and sold by Amazon.com. Gift-wrap available.

JACKSON

Kindle Edition

Customers Who Bought This Item Also Bought

Monster [Mass Market Paperback]
Steve Jackson v {Author)

Yolololodt (V) (26 customer reviews)

8 used from $4.47

Want it Monday, July 29? Order within 39 hrs 5 mins and choose
One-Day Shipping at checkout. Details

18 new from $4.26

Amazon Price Hew from Used from

Left for Dead: The

Abduction & Survival ...

> David Alfvin

(13)
Kindle Edition
$6.99

Love Me To Death
> Steve Jackson

(15)
Kindle Edition
$4.58

Buy New $7.18

Quantity: I 1 - I

[~ Yes, | want FREE Two-Day
Shipping with Amazon Prime

@ Add to Cart ]

ar

Sign in to turn on 1-Click ordering

[ Addtowishlist |

More Buying Choices
26 used & new from $4.26
Page 1 of 20

JOK INSIDE!

Fear of Our Father: The >
True Story of Abuse, ...
Stacey Kananen
(23)
Kindle Edition
$8.89
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Customers who viewed . . .

Customers who viewed this item...

ok INsiDE!  Dare I Call It Murder?: A Memoir of Violent Loss
' P Larry Edwards (Author), Connie Saindon (Foreword)

% Average Customer Review: frfefrses: [+ (160)
3 Auto-delivered wirelessly
$6.99
Review
". .. chiling . . . palpable . . . powerful . . ." -- Kirkus Reviews Dare I Call It Murder? is a top-notch true-crime book. But as a memoir, it's

m a gut-wrenching look into Larry Edwards' hell on earth after his parents' deaths at sea. . . . You... Read More

Also viewed these items...

Show items from: K INSIDE! K INSIDE!

» All Categories (60)
Kindle Store (60)

Show items that:

Customers also bought

]
BEAUTY

¥ Customers also viewed Fatal Sunset: Deadly Vacations Vanished Beauty (Fatal Sunset) Left for Dead: The Abduction &

Survival of Teri Jendusa-Nicolai

More like this More like this
More like this

INSIDE! K INSIDE!
3

&

A Perfect Husband Flowers for Mrs. Luskin: Who ordered When Greed Turns Deadly
———Illikethis the deadl\_/ delivery for the millionaire's YT
L———n———J wife? (Harris True Crime Collection L——-———J

More like this

INSIDE! K INSIDE! INSIDE!

.
PL |
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Amazon Email Promotions

File Edit View Go Message Tools Help

& GetMail * # write W chat ‘ Address Book ‘ ® Tag~ Quick Filter < Ctrl+K
From Amazon.com <vfe-campaign-resp coms 4 Reply = Forward Archive | @
ject Dare | Call It Murder?: A Memoir of... 1
To Larry Edwards
amazon Your Amazon.com | Today's Deals = See All Departments

Larry Edwards

Are you looking for something in our Biographies & Memoirs eBooks department? If so, you might be interested in
these items

Biographies & Memoirs eBooks

Dare | Call it Murder?: A Memoir of Violent Loss Learn more
Larry Edwards, Connie Saindon

| Add to Wish List |
Price: $6.99
Vanished Beauty (Fatal Sunset) Leam more

Mark Yoshimoto Nemcoff

Price: $2.99

((Add to Wish List )

Left for Dead: The Abduction & Survival of Teri Jendusa- Learn more
Nicolai
David Alfvin

Price: $6.99

| Add to Wish List |

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www .larryedwards.com
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Website — 1t’s all about branding

Launch website at least 6 months prior to
book launch, but a year would be better.
Promote and develop email list.

Book title in domain name
dareicallitmurder.com
whattheprivatesaw.com

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www .larryedwards.com
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. -‘ b .
File Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help
Dare | Call It Murder? - A Mem... *

B - coogle APleria & &

€ & www.dareicallitmurder.com c

HOME B b N Lot
THE BOOK (i = ™. ..chilling ... palpable...

WHERE to BUY _ i 11 - powerfuIK._.I;" "
KIND WORDS = —Kirkus Reviews

THE AUTHOR :
! ) Marking the 35th anniversary year
NEWS of the deaths of Loren and Jody Edwards

EVENTS

In his book, Dare I Call It Murder?: A
BLOG Memoir of Violent Loss, Larry Edwards
CONTACT 3 unmasks the emotional trauma of violent

" loss as he ferrets out new facts to get at the
MEDIA CENTER \ truth of how and why his parents were

BOOK CLUBS 4 killed.

Winner: Best Published Memoir
San Diego Book Awards, 2014

Amazon Best-Seller

Pulitzer Prize Nominee

The book is available . "
Biography or Autobiography

for purchase worldwide.
Go to the Where to Buy page
for a list of booksellers.

Benjamin Franklin Award Nominee
Autobiography/Memoirs

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www .larryedwards.com
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Website

File Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help & = ﬂnm

What the Private Saw: The Civil ... \-!-

& whattheprivatesaw.com h f] B U 3 i © =

What the Prlvate Saw:

T/Je Czw/ W’ar L ettersand Diaries
of Oﬂg’ Foster S weer

“One of the very best of the many published collections
of Civil War letters and diaries.”

’ e You and 257 others like
[ ik | share g w tweet {220 [EEE]) 0

Released April 9, 2015. ..

Wha}t the . What the Privae
Private Saw T

The Civil War Letters & Diaries

of Oney Foster Sweet

- AT

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www .larryedwards.com
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Website

File Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help

Home - Margaret Harmon x

& & wwwmargaretharmon.com/index.htm
N

,, Ihe Genie
“Who Had (Wishes

ol His ()\\ n

21"-Century
Fables

¢ | B~ harmon fables

Margaret Harmon

The Genie Who Had Wishes of His Own-21st-Century Fables

Twenty-two brand new heroes, villains, and earnest
strivers go after health, love, and fulfillment. These
are fables we read when the children are asleep.
* Idealistic architect Zoe creates a building so green
it might save the Earth—if she can protect it from the
people living in it.
* Health food expert Myrna decides to rescue her
husband from a nutritional wasteland. But Stanley's
a big man who likes ice cream.
* Roger makes himself a multibillionaire by

ploiti expenses, and
stretching loopholes--until he accidentally explod
the world.
* Nina, who knows exactly what she wants, finds a

workers, sc

genuine genie, who discovers what he wants.

Endearing and determined, these trapeze artists,
juggler, caterpillar, song sparrow, ballerina, and the
rest are exactly who we want them to be: us. Our
favorites walk beside us as private guardians and
powerful allies.

"Fantastic!"

—-Ray Bradbury

"There is something hedonistic and luxurious inherent in these fables. . . . Look around for this book.

Just won! Best anthology, San
Diego Book Awards
Association

Plowshare Media

For more information or to buy an
inscribed copy, visit Plowshare Media on
the web

Selected Works
ANEW BOOK OF MODERN FABLES

The Genie Who Had Wishes of His
Own: 21st-Century Fables
An American Aesop's newest fables
help us become who we want to be
—alone, together, o in a mob. Perfect for
troubled times, fables are problem-

solving tools.
BIRDING HUMOR

A Field Guide to North American
Birders—A Parody
Birders watch birds—and other birders.
That's the premise of Margaret
Harmon's laugh-out-loud parody in
classic field guide format. It identifies
our favorite companions on the
trail--and the few we'd like to strangle.
“[1t shows] why birding is so much fun "
BIRDING Magazine

Pl ¥ #

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www .larryedwards.com
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rose

Website

Polishing Your

[ e Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help file Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help

Penelope James, Don't Han... % Final Return — A novel by Ron ..

donthangupbook.com B- € @ finalreturn.com ic Apertie Malowan mystey © | ¥¥ (B &

"Ml up!

dialing my way to a new start ...

What do you do when you lose everything you've worked for your
entire life? One day, you're a highly qualified executive; the next,
unemployed and seemingly unemployable because of your age. Job
loss can mean drastic lifestyle changes, getting by on a reduced
budget, or living on the edge of poverty.

*Don't Hang Up! Dialing My Way to a New Start” to be published in
2014, recounts my struggle to reinvent myself after losing a high
paying job, home, health insurance and upper dlass Wfestyle. I had
to learn to survive in a world T was il prepared to enter, a world T
once thought beneath me. My journey took me to the bottom of
the economic barrel in Tijuana, Mexico—and back up again in San
Diego when my low-paid job led to a new start.

Meet Penelope
Don‘t Hang Up!
Share Your Story!

blog

Share your stories of job loss
and ife renewal here at
donthangupbook.com.

R

Together, we can see that it's
possible to make a new start at
any age.

Please visit my blog. Id love to
hear what you have to say.

2ad an Excerpt

Buy the Book

About the Author

Resources for U.S.
Military Veterans

Connect with the
author and other
readers:

Facebook Page

When a terminally ill Vietnam veteran is
targeted by a rogue IRS agent, he assembles
a team of combat veterans — male and female
— to turn the tables and collect a “penalty
fee” from the IRS.

A novel based on a true story.

BJ Tanner may be a terminally ill Vietnam veteran, but when rogue IRS agents with
personal agendas hit his high-tech manufacturing firm with millions in fees and penalties,
he finds the strength to fight back.

With a vengeance.

After reconnecting with a nurse he fell in love with in Nha Trang years before, Tanner
enlists the help of veterans at the Dallas VA. He figures to hijack the entire IRS computer
network. But he must ensure the safety of his squad. Their lives will be in his hands as
he initiates a terrorist-like takeover of the IRS facility in Austin, Texas.

If the scheme is successful, Tanner will leave an anonymous legacy to benefit
thousands of combat veterans who continue to suffer from the horrors of war.

FINAL RETURN is the first novel of a planned trilogy highlighting veterans. The
second novel, Crystal Visions, will be completed soon. It focuses on disabled vets using
pooled abilities to dismantle a major drug network in San Diego. The third novel

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www .larryedwards.com
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Website

Fle Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help - o IEl
| TrashyChicBook.com - Author \+
& trashychicbook.com Bl - ic Agertie MallowanMystery 2 ¥y B3 # @ =

TrashyChicBook.com

_ "Don't miss this utterly delightful mystery." - T. Jefferson Parker,
Author New York Times best-selling author

Excerpt Reporter Bertie Mallowan is ready to auction her
kidneys to the highest bidder for an interview with
App ances entrepreneur Robert Bellingham, whose exclusive
product (like stationery made from the recycled cereal
Follow Me boxes of Tibetan monks - holy Cheerios!) are the
must-haves for Southern California’s rich and jaded.
Kidneys intact, she gets the interview but two days

Contact

Press later Bellingham is murdered, giving Bertie a page one
story and a thirst for more. She jumps into the suspect
Reviews pool — Bellingham’s family — and as she navigates
7 through their neuroses she discovers that the rich
aren’t just different from you and me, in the
Bellinghams’ case they’re dangerous nuts, too. Danger
comes Bertie's way - can she survive a stalker, an

attempted murder, and life as a murder suspect?

“Trashy Chic” interlaces humor with the grim realities
of the newspaper industry’s decline. It’s a trek through
the woo-woo and uh-oh neighborhoods of L.A. that
takes Bertie to the edge of disaster.

(.‘ l I ! I / ) / 4 l / )) / ‘4. \ ‘\' l\ / "Trashy Chic" was the San Diego Book Award winner
for Best Unpublished Novel of 2009.
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Website Components

* book cover

* book description

* author bio

* contact info

e create mailing list (MailChimp, iContact, Constant Contact)
* book excerpts

* book news, coming events, photos

* book reviews, reader reviews, endorsements

* media center

* book clubs

® resources

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www .larryedwards.com
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Social Media

As with the website, start early and cross link/reference the other
media:

* Facebook

* Twitter

* LinkedIn

* Google+

* Pinterest

* Blog: WordPress, Tumblr; guest blog; blog tour with other bloggers

Do not just share info about yourself or your book; share related
information: other books and authors, current events,
writing/publishing resources, historical tie-ins, etc.

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www .larryedwards.com
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Polishing Your Prose

Be a Protessional

* Own your own ISBN — Bowker

* Price
* print book (POD): highest price market will bear
* ebook: how low is too low?

* Professional quality (hire pros for editing and design)

* Print (POD): CreateSpace/Amazon; Lightning
Source/IngramSpark (Amazon, B&N, et al.)

e eBook: Kindle, SmashWords (iBooks, Nook, Kobo, etc.)

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www .larryedwards.com
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Polishing Your Prose

Book Launch

* Timing: tie to relevant date or event, if possible;
avoid holidays, especially Christmas

e.g., 150t anniversary of Lee’s surrender
* Build prelaunch demand to catapult sales

* Invite mailing list and FB friends to Virtual party
online

* Door prizes, giveaways

* Respond to every email, social media post to
maintain momentum
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Polishing Your Prose

Amazon (and other online retailers)

* Author Central
e Author forums
* 60-day prelaunch promotion
(Kindle ebook only)
* Use social media buttons on book page
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Polishing Your Prose
Amazon Author Central
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Polishing Your Prose

Goodreads

* reader
e author

* link to blog

File Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help
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Dare I Call It Murder?: A Memoir of Violent

by Larry M. Edwards , Connie Saindon

Winner: San Diego Book Awards, 2012 (unpublished memoir)
Judge's comment: Dare I Call It Murder? is written especially well. I found
myself thinking about your story -- wanting to read more. Your writing is
= m 50 revealing and beneficial to others. The impact of your last few lines -

San Diego Book Award for Unpublished memoir (2
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Crime > True Crime

See top shelves...
About Larry M. Edwards

Larry M. Edwards is an award-winning
author and investigative journalist; he 3
has written three books. He won first

place in the 2012 San Diego Book
Awards, unpublished memoir
category, for the original manuscript of Dare I
Call It Murder?: A Memoir of Violent
Loss.
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Polishing Your Prose

Book Reviews

* Kirkus (2- to 3-month lead time, $425)

* Other review services (price varies,
typically $100-5300)

e Submit to established book reviewers,
services, newspapers, literary
publications (odds are low for
self-/indie-published books

without ”platform") “ ..chilling ... palpable
... powerful ...”

* bloggers —Kirkus Reviews
* indie book reviewers — find on

Facebook, genre-specific websites,

blogs
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Polishing Your Prose

Endorsements

This is a powerfully written and personal-

° Other a uthors i;ed odyssey of the yi_olent de_aths of both qf
his parents and the disintegration of the family
° Professionals in the aftermath of traumatic grief. . . . We are

swept up by the author's frustrated quest for

o y justice and psychological coherence.
Celebrltles —0Dr. Edward K. Rynearson
Medical Director, Separation and Loss Services
* Influencers Program, Virginia Mason Medical Center
e Get lucky

This is definitely one of the very best of the
many published collections of Civil War letters
and diaries.

—Gene C. Armistead, author
Horses and Mules in the Civil War
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Polishing Your Prose

Awards

Awards competitions
* Winner, San Diego Book

Awards (2012, 2014)
e Pulitzer Prize Nominee
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Polishing Your Prose

Awards

Awards competitions

* Winner, Gold Award
2015 IBPA Benjamin
Franklin book awards

Murder @
Survivor’s
Handbook

Real-Life Stories, Tips & Resources

~ Connie Saindon
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Polishing Your Prose

Publicist/Professional PR

3 to 6 months prior to book release

* book specialist — expect to pay at minimum
S2,500 for 2-4 months of work

* press release
* media contacts — newspapers, radio, TV

* author events/book signings — libraries, book
stores
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Polishing Your Prose

News Coverage
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Polishing Your Prose

News Coverage
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Polishing Your Prose

News Coverage

I ; %ﬁ" ) Listen Watch Schedules Programs Give

1 ) News « Arts & Culture « Family Living = Events ¥
San Diego Man’s Great Grandfather’s Story Lives
On In New Civil War Book
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Polishing Your Prose

News Coverage

Author: How do I get on KPBS or in U-T7?

* News hook —purposely launched book on April 9,
150th anniversary of Lee’s surrender at Appomattox.

* Newsworthy content, with a local connection —
historically significant, previously unpublished
letters and diaries of a Civil War veteran, and great-
grandson lives in San Diego.

* Broad public appeal —Civil War is a timeless topic that
interests a wide spectrum of people.
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Polishing Your Prose
Networking

o Attend events

 Attend professional meetings and
conferences

* Have collateral materials
* business cards
* flyers
* bookmarks & letter to readers
* “one sheet” (for reporters, producers, libraries)
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Polishing Your Prose
Networking: may lead to TV

““Uswe 1 FAMILIES REMEMBER
PUEVEY MURDERED LOVED ONES
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Polishing Your Prose

Public Arena

(begin before the book comes out)

* speaking — civic groups, professional
organizations, education, book clubs

* op/ed

* submit essays/
articles on topics |
for which you are
an “expert”
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Polishing Your Prose

Book Events & Signings

arnes &Noble

Since 1873
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Polishing Your Prose

Book Events & Signings

Author Richard Lederer does 200+
public presentations a year.

= Calendar

OASIS Mission Valley, San Diego
Jul 17 @ 10:30 am - 12:00 pm

San Diego PEO Reciprocity

Jul 18 @ 11:00 am - 2:00 pm

Adventures of the Mind, Villanova, PA
Aug 2 - Aug 9

First Methodist Church of San Diego; Mission Valley, CA
Aug 29 @ 12:00 pm - 2:00 par

BR Chapter of PEO, Del Mar, CA

Aug29 @ 4 pm - Aug 29 @ 7:30 pm

FJ Chapter of PEO, Del Sur, CA

Sep1l@5 pm - 8:00 prr
Military Officers Association of America; Miramar, CA
Sep 19 @ 11:00 am - 2:00 pm

San Elijo Lagoon Conservancy Gala, Rancho Santa Fe, CA

Sep 19 @ 6:00 pm - 9:30 pm

California Retired Teachers, Division 69; La Mesa, CA

t1@ 9:30 am - 1:00 pm

Broadway Theater; Vista, CA

t1@ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
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Polishing Your Prose

Library Presentations
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Polishing Your Prose

Advertising

e Goodreads: Self-Serve Advertising
(pay per click — 10 to 25 cents per click)

* Facebook Ads (pay per click)

* Google: Adwords (pay per click)

* Ingram catalog — S60 for one-time inclusion
— distributed to book sellers and libraries

* |IBPA catalog — $350

— distributed to book sellers and libraries
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Polishing Your Prose

Resources

PR Advice for Self-Pub Authors
http:/ /juliadrakepr.com/jdprs-advice-for-self-published-authors/

Build Book Buzz
http:/ /buildbookbuzz.com/

Facebook: Gutsy Indie Publishers
https:/ /www.facebook.com/groups/387267894630479

Larry Edwards’ blog: Polishing Your Prose

http:/ /polishingyourprose.wordpress.com

Larry Edwards - larry@larryedwards.com - www .larryedwards.com
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Polishing Your Prose

No Guarantee

Did I just get lucky?

Luck = preparation + opportunity
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Polishing Your Prose

Thank You

Handout with key points of presentation

Slides available — send emall to
larry@larryedwards.com

Questions?
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